SHOT # 13 - Zhang Jia Jie, China,
17t to 239 June 2011

SHOT #13 was to Zhang Jia Jie, which is in the state of Hunan some 750 km to the NW of Hong
Kong. The hares were Opera, Yoong Nim Chee, Playboy Choo, Chai Kin Sang and others.

Zhang Jia Jie is famous for its over 3,000 tapered, sandstone columns, most of which are over 200
m high, with the tallest up to 1,000 m. It is a UNESCO World Heritage site and another claim to
fame is that it is where the film Avatar was shot on location.

Friday 171:  After flights to Guangzhou
and then on to Zhang Jia Jie we took the
airport bus to the centre of town and finally a
taxi the short distance to the Minnan Hotel.

To our surprise there was no booking for us
and no reference to the SHOT. Oops! After a
while we found that there are 2 ‘sister’ hotels,
both with the same name and, of course, we
were in the other one!

e

SHOT registration was in the hotel ...

early in order to catch a cable car from ZJJ
City centre up to the top of Tianmen
(Heavenly Gate) mountain.

The weather was absolutely lousy!

) N
This was followed by the customary ‘party’

where there was plenty of booze and some
‘finger’ food.

Everyone had a good time, including Soo,
Patsy and Claus!
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But, being Hashers, we persevered.

We saw the Tianmen Temple, which was
probably extremely nice in the sunshine!

On the way back, we stopped at the Heavenly
Gate and this is what we should have seen
after climbing 999 steps

All of this excitement preceded our SHOT
#13 run, which was at ZJJ Village.

Fortunately, by the afternoon the rain abated,
but everywhere was extremely soggy.
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The 9 km run itself was wet and slippery, so
nothing much else to say. Afterwards
everyone was pretty tired, but the scenery
was still spectacular.

After a few beers to recover it was in to the

restaurant for more beers, the circle and food.

Afterwards we were bussed to our new hotel,
the General Li in Wulingyuen.

Sunday 18": The main focus today was on
the Recovery Run, which was a gentle trot
around Waulingyuen. But first we needed a
team photo in front of the main entrance to
the Wulingyuen National Park.
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Of course, a Recovery Run can’t be held
without a mandatory beer stop.

£33

The On On was in a local restaurant where
the spicy Hunanese food was devoured.

And that concluded SHOT #13, so many
thanks indeed to the hares.

Following the weekend, a good few of the
hashers took the ‘side trip’ that included:

Baofeng Lake.

Our next port of call was at Fenghuang
(Phoenix City), which is an extremely
attractive, 1,300 year old tourist destination.

We also visited the Huang Si Qiao Castle,
which was built in 687, but later abandoned.

This particular feature is the ‘Heaven on
Earth Column,” which was the prototype for
Hallelujah in Avatar.

And a section of the ‘southern’ great wall.

And that was the end of our side trip.
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