SHOT # 24 - Hyderabad, India

15-19 Dec. 2016

SHOT #24, organized by Hardy Boy, was in Hyderabad, India. Registration
was in the evening of Friday 16" and there were main and recovery runs
over the weekend. Nearly 90 Hashers made the trip to India and much help
was provided by Obelix and other Hyderabad Hash House Harriers.

Hyderabad is the capital of Andhra Pradesh state and has a population of
nearly 7 million, hence it is crowded, dusty, hot and often dirty. It is known
as the ‘City of Pearls.’

Friday 16" Those of us who arrived
early spent much of the day sightseeing
in and around Hyderabad.

But, by 6 pm the doors of the Mercure
Hotel's bar were thrown open and
registration began.

First, the numerous SHOT virgins were
welcomed.

Fortunately, there was a limitless supply
of Kingfisher beer on tap to lubricate the
process.

They all seemed to be enjoying it,
including the youngest paricipant, Zoe.

The formal proceedings were kicked off
by the joint Grand Masters, Kamikaze
and Opera.
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Next, Hardy Boy, together with Obelix
and other local Hashers were rewared
for their considerable efforts.

While, after food, others danced the
night away.

It was all too much for some ‘old farts’

who relaxed with a Kingfisher or two.
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Saturday 17t After lunch we
piled into ancient busses for the drive to
the A run site.

This was at the Hyderabad Polo Club,
where we saw not a single horse! Here
we had the mandatory team photo.

The briefing from the hares stated that
there were two runs of 6 and 8 km.

45

Then we set off through flat farmland
under the blazing sun with almost no
shade at all.

Soon the pack was widely dispersed.
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But our Kamikaze and his gal had the
strength to pose for the camera.

Towards the end we stumbled past a
reservoir ....

/ After the pack struggled home the hares

. were duly rewarded for massively
e —— underestimating the length of the two
runs.

. and on to Site B, which was a half-
finished golf club house. Here there was
cold Kingfisher beer and a very welcome
swimming pool.

Others were charged for some reason
that | can’t remember.

Kamikaze fussed around preparing the
SHOT drinks for the circle — which on
this occasion were without the rising sun
because the hare forgot to buy melons.
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And the SHOT virgins were introduced.

Aa dusk approached we took the busses
back to the hotel for the On On in the bar.
Here, for some reason, Kamikaze
dressed up like the Pope to dish out more
down-downs.

The highlight of the evening was the
Indian fashion parade for the ladies.

The ‘stars’ of the show were definitely
Zoe and her mother Jessica (on the left).
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Sunday 18": The recovery run was set
by the Hyderabad H3 from a lovely villa
belonging to Sexy Onions.

Of course, instructions had to be given.

A\ .
And we were sent off by snake-less
charmer!
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To find this temple that was built into a
rocky outcrop.

It was another hot day as we negotiated
the local terrain, led by Sexy Onions.

On the trail back we passed by a
reservoir before returning to the villa.

Where at the top we were rewarded with
a dramatic view of Hyderabad.

Plus, of course, more Kingfisher beer!

The circle began with a down-down for
the hares.
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And countless others.
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Down-downs and singing stretched out
throughout the afternoon, when some
‘elder statesmen'’ finally got a look in.

And that was pretty much ‘it,” ... except
for one unfortunate soul!

When leaving KL one Hasher did not
have a visa for India and was kicked off
the flight. So, the next day he got the
visa and booked another return flight.
No attempt was made to use the return
portion of his first ticket.

However, the story does not end there.
Following the SHOT he was so pissed
that he ‘followed the crowd’ to the airport
and arrived 24 hours before his flight.
He subsequently spent a day sitting
around the airport!

Many thanks indeed to the organizewrs
and On On to Miri next June.
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