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SHOT # 26 – Vang Vieng, Laos 
15-17 December 2017 

SHOT #26 was centered in the pretty little town of Vang Vieng in Laos and 
was organized by Chris Tan with assistance from Nim Chee, Peter Miller 
and others.  

Vang Vieng has a reputation of being a “back packers’ paradise” and so 
there were high expectations that were met in full! 

Some 150 athletes signed up for the weekend and, to date, this is the best 
team photo I have. 

 

 

Friday 15th:  Many of us stayed at the 
Thavisouk Hotel, but registration in the 
evening was at the nearby Inthera hotel.  

This was handled by the usual 
volunteers… Kamikazi, Juicy Rump and 
Nan.  

 

 

They were ably assisted by Helen and 

Janet who, for some reason wanted to 

assure us they were women!  
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Of course, there was a free flow of beer 

and everyone enjoyed the party. 

 

We had a spectacular backdrop of the 

river and mountains beyond … 

 

… but most wanted to stay close to the 

beer coolers and the food! 

 

As always, there was lots of ‘posing’ for 

the camera. 

 

And in case of trouble, “Dad’s Army” 

was on stand-by, complete with aerial 

reconnaissance! 

 

As dusk descended we were treated to a 

spectacular sunset over the river and 

distant mountains. 

 

However, the tranquility was soon 

broken by our GM who introduced the 

hares and outlined the program... 

 

... in front of the attentive pack. 

 

 

Virgin Shotters were then introduced 

(here are a few) … 
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… and there was the usual rush for the 

finger-food that was hoovered up in an 

instant. 

Saturday 16th:  In the early afternoon the 

pack started milling around the foyer… 

 

… and then assembled behind our hotel. 

 

The hares dispensed instructions… 

 

… and we were reliably informed that 

there were ‘normal’ and ‘long’ runs, 

while a distance of 10-12 km was 

mentioned. We were also instructed that 

we MUST finish the runs. 

We then set off, and soon came across a 

suspension bridge over the river. 

 

We then stumbled into 2 serious back-

checks that held the front runners up for 

some time.  

Even so, we were well spread out as we 

charged across some dried padi fields…  

 

… to the split between the two runs. 

The long run claimed to have good 

views, this one outside a Swiss type 

chalet on a ridge.  

 

After negotiating several kilometers of 

nice running trails at the foot of the 

mountains, we returned to the river… 
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… where we were rewarded with the 

sight of a well-stocked cooler box and 

mountains of inner tubes.  

 

Armed with cold beers we drifted off for 

the 1 hour plus voyage down river to our 

hotel. 

 

As Dennis only had one foot this was a 

particularly convenient way to travel. 

 

These Siamese twins were also enjoying 

themselves. 

 

 

One would anticipate that FRBs were 

fairly adept sportsmen…. Wrong!! 

John Lavelle abandoned ship  

 

And these 2 had to be rescued by the life 

guards.  

 

Patsy and Jimmy abandoned their tubes 

and so contributed 20% of those that 

went ‘missing in action’. 

On arrival at the hotel we warmed up 

with a few more beers. 

Moby’s Dick seemed particularly at 

ease! 

 

After a splendid dinner we assembled 

outside around a camp fire to continue 

with the circle. 

Numerous down-downs were dispensed 

by Opera and others. 

 



 

 

SHOT #26 – Vang Vieng, Laos (December 2017) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 17th: The recovery/pub crawl 

run started early because many of us had 

to travel to Luang Prabang for flights 

home, etc.   

We again assembled behind the hotel 

where there were more opportunities for 

posing. 

 

And again! 

 

Still more instructions were given…  

 

 

… and shortly we set off at a leisurely 

pace through the town. 
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The run (?) passed this wishing well.  

 

Our first beer stop was at the site of the 

old airport, but there wasn’t sufficient 

time to make any charges. 

 

The troops were rallied by this bugler… 

 

... and his apprentice! 

 

We then left the town and headed 

towards the river. 

 

Where we encountered the second, 

extremely attractive, beer stop. 

 

Here VERY good friends were enjoying 

each other’s company! 
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We then followed the river back to the 

town… 

 

… and the final beer stop. 

 

The ‘beer wenches’ are getting younger 

and more attractive! 

 

Of course, there were more opportunities 

for the posers. 

 

 

We then trotted back along the river 

bank… 

 

 

… and over another suspension bridge 

leading back to the hotel. 

 

Here, another banquet awaited us.   

 

During the final circle the organizers 

were duly thanked…  

 

 

… and the Mulliss’ announced that they 

would organize the next SHOT event in 

Lombok, Indonesia during June 2018. 

 

Many thanks indeed to Chris Tan and 

his cohorts for a splendid weekend.  

 

 


