SHOT # 29 - Fukuoka, Japan

215 to 23 June 2019

SHOT #29 was based at Fukuoka (be careful how you pronounce it!), which is on
the island of Kyushu in southern Japan. The event attracted over 120 athletes
and on this occasion the hares were John and Patrick Dodgson and Jimmy

Leggett.

A whole gang of us took the red-eye, Air Asia Flight on Friday morning and
arrived in good time for the registration ceremony that evening. The main run on
Saturday was on Noko island, which was reached by ferry, while the recovery run
on Sunday took in some of the sights of Fukuoka.

Friday: The flight from KL landed in
Fukuoka at the crack of dawn, but hotels
in Japan refuse to let you into the rooms
until 3.00 pm. Ugh!

Some just hung around.....

While others went off exploring the city.

Registration was from 4 ‘till 6 in one of
the few ‘British’ pubs in the city.

Of course everyone took advantage of
the free-flow beer...

... and food!

The GM and hares attempted to explain
the format of the weekend.

While Jimmy tested his ‘chat-up’
technique at the ‘top’ table.
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Meanwhile, Sandra and Emilia dished
out the tee-shirts.
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All too soon we were thrown out of the
pub and so we congregated outside
while plans were made for the rest of the
evening.
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This group ended up in a bar close to
our hotel.
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A large bottle of Sake had the obvious
results!
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Saturday: The main run was on the
nearby Noko island that we reached by
train and then ferry.

At the run site there was plenty of time
for posing.

Our GM then called the pack to to order
and the hares explained that there was
a 9 km, A to B run and a short walk for
the aged and infirm.
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Soon we set off at a blistering walk.
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The trail led wus uphill through
picturesque woods...

-

"~

We continued upwards to an
observation tower at the highest point.
Here we had great views nearby islands.

To a small village on the beach.
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Here, Nan and Emila dispensed
numerous cases of cold beer.
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And the party began, with Dad’s Army in
full swing.
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After slaking our thirst,

the pack to order....

...who didn’t know there was a local
Hash! The latter, of course, were
welcomed with SHOT drinks!

They were then presented with tee-
shirts, much to the excitement of one of
our femail hashers!

And there followed numerous charges
by various hashers.
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There was one naming ceremony, but |
can’t recall details.
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Of course, there is always some marital
friction...
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When the circle was over the meal

comprised a number of barbecues with
Japanese food for us to cook.
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As the night drew in we continued
imbibing on the buses taking us back to
the ferry terminal. Afterwards we found
our way to various watering holes until
the early hours of the morning.

Sunday 23" Today we congregated

at 11.45 a.m. for the hares to provide
details of the 3, 6 and 9 km ‘recovery’
runs.

These snaked through some of the
nicest parts of the city.

The runs led to another ‘British’ pub.
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Where free-flow beer and food was
provided for 2 hours, so we made the
most of it!
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All too soon 3.00 pm arrived and the
GMs closed the proceedings.

The final ‘act’ was to sing ‘Swing Low’
and once again we were turfed out onto
the street wondering what do do for the
rest of the day.

Most of us ended up in various bars
dotted around the city.

The trip to Japan was a great success
and so many thanks indeed to the hares
for organising a splendid SHOT.

We are already looking forward to the
next one (December 2019) in Pai,
northern Thailand.
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